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Dear Reader,

It gives me great pleasure to launch the first issue of
Quarterly Newsletter of the Embassy of India in Japan.
Through this quarterly, we will seek to convey to our
friends and contacts in Japan, news about important
political and economic developments in India and new
horizons in relations that exist between our two countries.
For the Indian expatriate community, we will bring news
of news policies, regulations and events of pertinence to
them. We will also inform about cultural events organized
in the India Cultural Centre in Tokyo and elsewhere
which bring cultural traditions of India to Japan.

The world, and indeed the destiny of our countries, is
changing at an unprecedented pace. There is no longer
any doubt that India is well on a trajectory to become
one of the pre-eminent economic powers in the world.
It will thus play a leading role in the future economic
development of the region. Each passing day also throws
open new avenues of collaboration with Japan in areas
such as infrastructure development, manufacturing,
energy, telecommunications, IT etc. There are clear
complementarities between the two countries which
provide an array of opportunity for cooperation. I hope
through this letter to be able to inform and educate readers
about these opportunities which will help foster further
contact and strengthen ties between India and Japan.

I'hope you will find this newsletter interesting and useful.
As this is a fledging venture, we welcome your comments
and constructive suggestions on its form and contents.

With best wishes

Deepa Gopalan Wadhwa
Ambassador of India to Japan

FoEDER.

B> PAEEFHRZRITCE, MBBELBVWET, COET
(. A2 RORATHZEERADOERCEREDICA > RO
B, BECEIIEN_1—X°. (EEFROFHIZZERICDVNTD
BHRZEBEITIITDLZBELTCVWET, (> RADZ2I 51 D&
RRICHUTE FERBER. MAPHERECDODVWTOZ1—RZHE
FUET. Fe. 12 Rty —DpRMCTHRESNS, 1R
DIEHRXACZER T DXALITEIC DLW TEBHMSELET,

R, ZUCHEmEDESE. hDTRM O EEEDRETELLL
HITTVET ., 1> ROIEROFERBFEDO EDERDEESAT
WBZ & BIEPSESRMASDERA. > RIIHIEDORERE
[CBNWTCTEEENREEZRIZICETLL D, BAREDRBEICEL
TlE. A>TSBF, &8E. IRF— BREBE. [ TRE, &4
ROFICBVWTHIERENB4MAHINDDHNET ., mEMICHSH
([CTFIE T D BHDIEHDEHRMESEIRBOTNET, T
[FTOETEZBEC T, BB HOES(C DOV TOREREHRSE (CHE
U, fMEZEETWEE<ZET. mEBOEME/EE L. BENRG
Z=i{b 3 B3 —BZEIBULEWERED TLET,

CDOEHEENREOERDOEKZMHIZ U, MR(CIIDTEZMOTH
DFEI, BREE(CEDTEWHTOFHEELRDETIDOT, B
RS CDVWTOERROHERPERNOEREZ LN UET,

BEROZIEEZHHFTO L DD,

F4—=)U-dN5> - IRD
BER-1> BAfE

2 ¢ Japan



10

12

13

16

18

21

25

Indo-Japan Summit and After: Statesmen Script Next Level of Strategy
HEIU=w bEZDE | BERIIEER., REEADBERR
India-Japan Relations: On a High

kD HENE R

Indo-Japan Rail Deal

1> R-BAREKERE

CEPA Strengthens Indo-Japan Economic Ties
CEPA(Z > F-BARBORFRFZRZ®RILT D

India-Japan Potential Partners of Economic En‘tente
> F-BR BEEigtEmonget

Indo-Japan Global Partnership 2013: Poised for Momentum
HENO—O—/)ULI—hF—2w T2 0 1 3 : BEEARISEABEIFTAFINES
India Accentuates Closer Cultural Cooperation with Japan
BAR&EDEFIRRS LR AZ R D1 > K

Japanese Ambrosia on Indian Plates

HADEKR., 1> FORE(C

Destination India: Travel for Pleasure

1> RFRIT: EU DI

Tourism in Japan & India on a Growth Curve

BAREA > RO : BREEBIRIC

Indo-Japan Cooperation in Science and Technology: A Perspective
> R-BARBORIZERARS : TDREE

Published and Produced by
Diplomatist Magazine
an imprint of L.B. Associates (Pvt) Ltd
in association with
The Embassy of India, Japan

Disclaimer: Although all efforts have been made to ensure complete accuracy of the text
neither L.B. Associates (Pvt) Ltd nor the Embassy of India, Japan can accept responsibility for.
consequences arising from errors of omission or advice given.

L.B. Associates Pvt Ltd. * Email: info@lbassociates.com ® Website: www.lbassociates.com




POLITICAL

Indo-Japan
Summit and After:
Statesmen Script
Next Level of
Strategy
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The Prime Minister of India, Dr Manmohan Singh and the Prime Minister of Japan,
Mr Shinzo Abe, at the India-Japan Summit Meeting, in Tokyo, Japan on May 29, 2013.

ver the years the relationship between India and
O]apan has been transformed and diversified, with

both countries today enjoying close cooperation in
several areas, including economy, security, trade, commerce
and others. Thus, when Indian Prime Minister visited Japan in
May this year it was hoped that both countries would further
make significant steps towards deepening their bilateral ties.
It is in this context that this article tries to assess India-Japan
relations.

India and Japan share deep historical ties dating back centuries,
with the spread of Buddhism from India to Japan and other
parts of Asia in the 6th century AD. In the modern times both
countries established the diplomatic relationship in 1952. A
turning point in the relationship took place in August 2000
when the then Prime Minister of Japan, Yoshiro Mori, visited
India and declared the relationship as Global Partnership
in the 21st Century. Economic delegations visited India to
explore ways of promoting bilateral investment and economic
cooperation. Closer cooperation in the Information Technology
(IT) sector, like exchange of information, human resource
development, technical cooperation etc. was envisaged.
Liberalisation of visa regulations for business people engaged
in the IT sector was agreed upon to facilitate greater interaction
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between IT specialists of India and Japan. Sanctions imposed
after Pokhranll were lifted in October 2001. On 12 February
2002, Japan agreed to extend a major ODA loan for the
ongoing power station in Simhadri, Andhra Pradesh and the
Delhi Mass Rapid Transportation system. Year 2001 also saw
agreement between Japan and India to have a comprehensive
security dialogue every year on issues like defence policies
of the countries, regional security, disarmament and non-
proliferation. India—Japan relations have come a long way in
the last decade. The two have declared themselves as global
and strategic partners; they have signed a Joint Declaration
on Security Cooperation in 2008; and they now even conduct
a two-plus-two dialogue which brings together top military
and defence officials in the only such arrangement India has
with any country. There is a India—Japan Maritime Exercise
(JIMEX) in place. Many other ministerial-level dialogues
are held in a range of areas from commerce and industry to
maritime security and energy matters. And the list is growing.

One major initiative in this regard is the recent visit of
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to Japan in May
2013. While there, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe held a meeting and
discussed a wide range of issues including the expansion of
the UN Security Council, and democratisation of International
financial institutions. Even with security and nuclear issues
prominent on the agenda, economic relations remained the
core component of the India—Japan bilateral partnership. The
Joint Statement highlighted Japan’s deepening involvement in
India’s infrastructure development projects including metro
rail systems in major cities like Delhi, Bengaluru, Chennai and
Mumbeai. In addition, Japan is involved in the implementation
of two flagship projects — the Delhi-Mumbai freight corridor
and the Delhi-Mumbai industrial corridor. It is also deeply
interested in assisting in the new Chennai-Bangaluru
Industrial Corridor.

Japan has also signed fresh ODA loans amounting to ¥4.24
billion ($42.8 million) for various projects including the
Mumbai metro. India has been the biggest recipient of Japanese
aid since 2003 and it is worth noting that at a time when
Japan’s overall aid volume is declining, it has maintained its
aid to India at a high level.

There is a strong impression on both sides that the economic
potential of the relationship has not been fully tapped.
For instance, the total volume of bilateral trade in 2012
amounted to only about $18 billion despite the fact that the
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
came into effect in 2011. Similarly, Japan's investment in
India, though increasing, needs to be accelerated. Singh and
Abe both stressed the importance of making continued efforts
to enhance trade and investment, and this issue will likely
remain on the agenda for future summits even if other issues
fade or are resolved.

The relationship between India and Japan will also continue
to take strides in the future, considering economic interests
of the both the countries on one hand, and common security
threat perceptions on the other hands. It is in the mutual
interest of both countries to seize the initiative and take their
strategic relationship to the next level. India and Japan should
also explore other areas where both can work closely. Health
can be one area where both India and Japan can cooperate and
learn from each other, providing good health care facilities to
millions of people in both countries.
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Japan-India
Relations: On A High

hen Prime Minister of Japan, Mr Shinzo Abe
Wdelivered that seminal speech — Confluence of the

Two Seas — at the Indian Parliament in 2007, he
carved the beginning of an even greater political bonhomie
between Japan and India. He had said, “My friends, where
exactly do we now stand historically and geographically? To
answer this question, I would like to quote here the title of a
book authored by the Mughal prince Dara Shikoh in 1655. We
are now at a point at which the Confluence of the Two Seas is
coming into being. The Pacific and the Indian Oceans are now
bringing about a dynamic coupling as seas of freedom and
of prosperity. A ‘broader Asia’ that broke away geographical
boundaries is now beginning to take on a distinct form. Our
two countries have the ability — and the responsibility — to
ensure that it broadens yet further and to nurture and enrich
these seas to become seas of clearest transparence.”

During his May 2013 Tokyo visit, Dr Manmohan Singh
recalled that speech and the actions the Prime Ministers of
both the nations speak for itself. Under “Abenomics,” Japan’s
economy has stirred up and Japanese investors and traders
are now looking for reasonably secure and expanding market
opportunities. India presents an attractive destination as its
investment climate improves and Japanese investors become
increasingly cautious about putting all their financial eggs in
a single location.
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Japanese investment in India is very likely to grow further
as Japan has committed even more official development aid
money into huge infrastructure projects, including freight and
industrial corridors linking Delhi and Mumbai - the political
and financial capitals of India. The statement highlights
support for more metro railways modelled on the successful
Delhi Metro and preparation of a joint feasibility report on
high-speed rail links connecting Mumbai and Ahmedabad, the
two main financial and industrial cities in western India.

The governments on either side are also working out to clear
hurdles on tariff and non-tariff barriers, effected by the bilateral
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement inked in
2011. Both sides expressed their commitment to continue to
work to prepare the ground for India to become a full member
in the international export control regimes: the Nuclear
Suppliers Group, the Missile Technology Control Regime, the
Australia Group and the Wassenaar Arrangement.
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The Prime Minister of India, Dr Manmohan Singh and the Prime Minister of Japan, Mr Shinzo Abe, at the Joint Press Conference,
in Tokyo, Japan on May 29, 2013.

Japan and India commemorated the
60th anniversary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations last year and the
relationship has been further advanced
in wide-ranging areas in recent years

The fact that the Japan-India relations are getting stronger is
evident in the forthcoming State visit of Their Majesties the
Emperor and Empress to India. The Government of India has
long extended its invitation for Their Majesties the Emperor
and Empress to visit India, and recently, it kindly renewed its
invitation. PM Shinzo Abe has expressed that “through the
visit, existing intimate relations of friendship and goodwill
with India will be further strengthened.”

Japan and India commemorated the 60th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic relations last year and the
relationship has been further advanced in wide-ranging
areas in recent years. More recently, in the tragic event
of the Uttarakhand floods, the Government of Japan had
decided to extend emergency grant aid of $200,000 through
the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies.
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Indo-Japan Rail Deal

train technology, with Tokyo pledging to invest heavily

in building high speed railway systems in the country.
Japan and India agreed to carry out a joint feasibility study on
India’s first high-speed railway, a move which could make the
Japanese bullet train technology the favourite for any contract.
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and his Indian counterpart Dr
Manmohan Singh said the two countries would split the cost
of the study into a link between Mumbai and Ahmedabad.

On his official visit to Japan from 27-30 May 2013, the Prime
Minister of the Republic of India H.E. Dr. Manmohan Singh
noted Japan’s interest in supporting the introduction of high
speed railway system in India. He appreciated Japan’s high
level of expertise in designing and implementing High Speed
Railway systems. He also conveyed that India will plan such
projects based on its infrastructure priorities, commercial
viability and financial resources in India. The two Prime
Ministers decided that the two sides will co-finance a joint
feasibility study of High Speed Railway system on the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad route.

Both Prime Ministers, recognising the importance of upgrading
the speed of passenger trains on the existing Delhi-Mumbai
route to 160-200 kmph (Semi-High Speed Railway system),
welcomed the final report of the feasibility study undertaken
with Japan's cooperation, and confirmed that further
consultation between the two countries would be continued to
draw up a road-map.

India is set to benefit from the famed Japanese bullet

Japan is keen on showcasing its high-speed rail technology, or
Shinkansen, which they would like India to consider. Japan
under Abe is embarking on a renewed drive to sell roads, rail
and power stations to emerging nations including India, in a
bid to offset lassitude in the domestic economy. The Mumbeai-
Ahmedabad rail line would stretch 500 kilometres (312 miles)
and cost up to one trillion yen, the Nikkei said, adding that
the two governments plan to finish technological reviews
and costings by March 2014. The joint statement welcomed
the completion of a preliminary study on a master plan for
infrastructure in southern India, and said that the two sides
would now work on fleshing out plans.

1 > R-BFREXERE

The Ambassador of India to
Japan, Smt. Deepa Gopalan
Wadhwa and her Japanese
Counterpart signing an
agreement on exchange of
Diplomatic notes for Japanese
Assistance to Phase-3 of
Mumbai Metro Project, in the
presence of the Prime Minister,
Dr Manmohan Singh and the
7 Prime Minister of Japan,
————— My Shinzo Abe, in Tokyo,
Japan on May 29, 2013.
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CEPA Strengthens
Indo-Japan Economic Ties

CEPA signed between India and Japan is one of
the most comprehensive of all the trade agreements
concluded by India so far and provides a win-win
situation for both the countries.

(CEPA) signed between India and Japan on 16th February,

2011 is equivalent to a free trade agreement (FTA). It paves
the way for greater economic cooperation and provides better
access to market for products of both the nations in the respective
territories. The name for the agreement was suggested by India.
These types of FTAs require the respective governments to make
commitments in order to enhance the bilateral trade between
the two countries. CEPA has huge impact across financial,
banking, agricultural and industrial sectors apart from health
and environmental concerns in both nations.

The Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement

CEPA in the Context of Indo-Japanese Bilateral
Relations

The CEPA is one of the most comprehensive of all the
agreements concluded by India so far as it covers more than
90 percent of trade — a vast gamut of services, investment, IPR,
customs and other trade-related issues.

The bilateral trade between India and Japan recorded in 2011
was a little over $12.6 billion and it is expected to touch $25
billion by 2014. Under the India-Japan CEPA, India is benefited
by Japanese investments and technology. Japan on the other
hand, takes advantage of India’s huge and growing market
and resources, especially its human resources. The fairly
diversified Japanese exports to India picked up momentum
after the CEPA came into effect. CEPA will further strengthen
India-Japan economic ties in the coming years and benefit both
countries immensely.

CEPA provides a win-win situation for both countries.
Japanese companies such as Panasonic, Yamaha and Hitachi
had been increasingly looking at India as an export platform,
and had been increasing their presence in the Indian market.
Japanese steel industry also expressed optimism over the
CEPA. Japan plans to export raw steel sheets to India, where
it will be finished for sale to Japanese carmakers and other
customers. Other advantages to work with Japan include
world-class information and communication technology (ICT)
facility, a highly reliable logistic infrastructure and other
investor-friendly facilities.
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The Union Minister for Commerce & Industry and Textiles, Anand Sharma meets the Prime Minister of Japan, Mr Shinzo Abe, in Tokyo on May 17, 2013

India-Japan
Potential Partners of
Economic En’tente

relations based on abiding sense of mutual respect and

cooperation. At the beginning of the 21st century, Japan
and India resolved to take their bilateral relationship to a new
qualitative level. Both countries have great potential to develop
strategic economic partnerships into an alliance based on
mutual complementarities and geopolitical significance. Both
realise that the current international situation, characterised by
inter-dependence and the advent of globalisation, offers fresh
opportunities for enhanced engagement for mutual benefit.
Today, India and Japan share a global vision of peace, stability
and shared prosperity based on sustainable development.

India and Japan have historically shared strong bilateral

Japan has been the second largest destination of Indian exports
(major exports include gems, marine products, iron ore, and
cotton yarn). India is also a major importer of goods from
Japan, and its importance has been growing in recent years
(major imports include machinery, plant-related products,
transport equipment, and electronic machinery).

India has been one of the largest recipients of Japan’s ODA
(ODA, also known as Yen Loan). Japan has been actively
providing assistance to India for upgrading of economic
infrastructure, alleviation of poverty through public health and
medical care, agricultural and rural development, population
and AIDS countermeasures and, support for small business
and environmental conservation.
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The business leaders from India and Japan welcome
the expanded cooperation between the two countries in
infrastructure development, trade, and investments. The
Japan-India Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA), which has played a vital role since it came into force
in August 2011, is a symbol of the progress being made. The
number of Certificates of Origin issued in Japan for CEPA has
reached almost 30,000 so far. Both countries have continued to
use the CEPA as a platform for enhancing free trade.

Japanese enterprises are showing growing interest in India.
The number of Japanese firms with operations in India is
increasing, and they are participating in a wide range of sectors.
As of October 2012, a total of 926 Japanese firms have set-up
operations in India, an increase of 114 over the same month
of the previous year. Several Indian IT and pharmaceutical
companies are endeavouring to gain a foothold in the Japanese
market. On the other hand, the Indian Services sector has a
strong interest in the Japanese market, especially in fields
such as IT, IT Enabled Services (ITES), and professional
services. Indian pharmaceutical companies with strong global
reputations and solid records have also shown interest in
accessing the Japanese market.

Signing of agreement

The business leaders of India and Japan are in a process
of requesting their governments to relax legal restrictions
relating to infrastructure development, to provide financial
support, and to facilitate PPP participation. This will require
establishment of a forum to allow regular dialogue between
the government and the private sector.

In order to expand personnel exchanges between the two
nations, smooth procedures for acquiring visas are essential.
With human exchanges between Japan and India expected to
expand further in the near future, the business leaders of both
countries have called for further simplification and expediting
the procedures for issuance of business and work visas.

Business leaders from Japan and India firmly believe that joint
efforts by the two major democracies in Asia can contribute to
the stability and prosperity of the Asia-Pacific region.

Anand Sharma signing agreement with Toshimitsu Motegi,
Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI)
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Indo-Japan
Global Partnership

201.3: Poised for
Momentum

Indo-Japan Global Partnership Summit 2011, the

second edition of the Summit is set to unroll at the
India Expo Mart, Greater Noida on September 1-5, 2013.
This year’s agenda revolves around “New Socio Economic
Development - Micro road map to Macro Vision” and will shift
the spotlight on a gamut of topics and sectors like education
and skill development, healthcare, industrial cooperation, agro
economy, art media and culture that discusses “cinema as an
art”, ICT, infrastructure and logistics, banking and finance,
disaster prevention, management and recovery, and more such
areas of deliberation.

Riding high on the heels of a successful and meaningful

The India-Japan Global Partnership Summit is envisioned as
a summit of two great nations — where policymakers, opinion
leaders, business leaders, media leaders and academicians
from India, Japan and its global partners can interact and
exchange ideas in a conducive environment to create a Micro
Road Map for the Macro Vision which exists in the form of
India-Japan Global Partnership. The Summit is spearheaded
by noted leaders and industry captains and aims to evolve a
mutually beneficial global socio-economic framework that
incorporates the combined strengths of India and Japan. The
Summit proposes an open-architecture of development.

IJGPS 2013 invites Exhibitors to showcase their strength and
capability to provide last-mile solutions to the opportunities
arising out of various initiatives towards the New Socio-
Economic Framework at the IJGPS Expo, where counterparts
from India, Japan and Global Partners interact on a common
platform. This platform serves as a ground to generate trade
enquiries; profile exhibitor technologies, innovations and
projects; promotes brand exposure; leverage global media
coverage while sourcing and showcasing products and
services. Besides this exhibitors would be able to network with
companies from participating countries, meet investors looking
for partners & vendors; mine new business development
opportunities; explore mergers & acquisitions; and, joint
venture opportunities.

IJGPS offers its esteemed sponsors opportunities to broaden
their horizons and support in creation of global values and
fuel emergence of a new socio-economic framework which is
energy-efficient, environmentally responsible and sustainable
(E-E-S) and includes: Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor
(DMIC); Smart Knowledge and Agriculture Corridor (SKAC);
and, Trans-Asian Buddhist Circuit (TABC) for deliberation.

The Summit this year is set to promote an economic model
synergising experience, technology and financial resources
from Japan, India and Global Partners that could be mapped to
much-needed solutions to socio-economic challenges.
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India Accentuates
Closer Cultural
Cooperation with Japan

Culture plays an important role in the development
agenda of any nation. It represents a set of shared
attitudes, values, goals and practices. Culture and
creativity manifest themselves in almost all economic,
social and other activities. A country as diverse as
India is symbolised by the plurality of its culture.
India’s relations with Japan is based on mutual trust
and cooperation. The cultural exchanges between the
two countries play a key role in enhancing the unique
bilateral relationship.

CULTURE
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Cultural Cooperation between India and Japan

India and Japan are two countries with deep historical and
cultural ties. In a rapidly changing regional and international
environment, marked by globalisation and Asian resurgence,
Japan and India are natural partners. We have a common
interest in ensuring long-term peace, a stable equilibrium and
in promoting economic integration in the region.

Major Events

The Embassy of India in Japan celebrated the 64th Republic
Day of India at the chancery premises. Ambassador, Deepa
Gopalan Wadhwa read out the President’s message after the
flag hoisting.

A reception to commemorate the 64th Republic Day of India
was held in Hotel Okura, Tokyo on January 28, 2013.

A Tabla & Yoga workshop was organised at the Indian Embassy
in February 2013.

BNP Paribas, a global banking group, in collaboration
with India Cultural Centre, Embassy of India organised an
exhibition titled “‘Women Changing India’ at the ICC Gallery
from March 14 to 22, 2013.

Four Bollywood movies- Ek tha Tiger, Jab Tak Hai Jaan, 3-idiots
and Don-2 were released in Japan along with Om Shanti Om.
Indian ambassador in Japan attended the opening ceremony of
the movie Ek tha Tiger and Om Shanti Om.

‘India Accentuates Closer Cultural Cooperation with Japan’with ‘India Promotes Closer Cultural Cooperation with Japaan’
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Sakura Festival at
Indian Embassy Tokyo

A variety of events and
performances were organised on
stage including contemporary,
traditional and classical

Indian music, dance and Yoga
demonstrations

Sakura Festival-2013 was held at the Embassy premises from
March 27-31, 2013. External Affairs Minister of India, Salman
Khurshid inaugurated the Festival. The festival offered stalls
selling Indian delicacies, spices, apparel, wine, shoes, jewellery
etc. A variety of events and performances were organised on
stage including contemporary, traditional and classical Indian
music, dance and Yoga demonstrations. Over 300 Japanese and
Indian artists performed in about 50 performances. The visitors
applied henna designs on their hands and body, tied Saris and
took part in musical- cultural performances.

The Nakamura Hajime Eastern Institute organised its ‘11th
Biannual Exhibition of Buddhist Statues Carvings and Religious
Paintings’ at the Indian Embassy from 1 to 7 April, 2013.

A Bharatanatyam dance programme by Meenakshi Chithranjan
was organised at the Indian Embassy in Japan.

An organisation “Art of living Japan” organised a programme
at the Indian Embassy titled “Evening of Wisdom” on April 23,
2013.

An Odissi dance programme by Sujata Mohapatra was
organised at the Indian Embassy in Japan.

A Tabla workshop was organised at the ICC Auditorium on
June 7, 2013.

The Vedanta Society of Japan celebrated 150th Birth anniversary
of Swami Vivekananda at the Indian Embassy on June 9. The
theme of the programme was “A positive approach to living in
the present society and the role of spirituality”.

In collaboration with the Chiyoda City Ward Office, the
Indian Embassy organised Indian cultural performances at the
Chiyoda City Hall.
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An Evening of Indian Classical Dance - Bharatanatyam by
Ms. Meenakshi Chitharanjan

Performance by Ms. Sujata
Mohapatra
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~ Sakura Festival at Indian Embassy Tokyo - 2013

Recent Visits

Kapil Sibal, Indian Minister of Communications and
Information Technology visited the Indian Embassy on
February 13, 2013 during his official visit to Japan.

External Affairs Minister of India, Salman Khurshid paid an
official visit to Japan on March 26-27, 2013 at the invitation of
the Foreign Minister of Japan Fumio Kishida. External Affairs
Minister co-chaired the 7th annual India—Japan Strategic
Dialogue with the Japanese Foreign Minister.

Kapil Sibal with Yoshitaka Shindo, Minister for Internal Affairs and
Communications (MIC)

A Way Forward

ICC is fully equipped to project India’s enormous “Soft Power’
among the Japanese public at large. It offers ultra-modern
facilities for courses in Indian music, dance and yoga and for
the organisation of art exhibitions, film shows, seminars and
workshops. The Embassy’s library, with its collection of books
going back to the 1950s, has also been located in ICC. The
Council has deputed one Indian Yoga teacher and a teacher for
vocal classical music who can also teach the Tabla. Besides, two
other local teachers have been appointed by the Centre to teach
Odissi & Bharatanatyam dance forms.
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Indian Foreign Minister with Japanese PM Shinzo Abe
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Japanese Ambrosia
on Indian Plates

and lightness. Be it any of the rice dishes, seafood dishes,

noodle dishes, nabe dishes, meat dishes, soya bean dishes
or the yoshoku dishes, Japanese cuisine has come to delight
the Indian palate. In the past decade Japanese restaurants have
flourished across the country, not just as fine-dining offerings,
but as a “takeaway” in lesser known locales and restaurants.
Japanese food is very much here to stay and soon may win over
hardcore Chinese food aficionados.

The wonderful thing about Japanese food is its freshness

ChefMasaharu Morimoto, arguably the “big daddy” of Japanese
cuisine fine-dining in India who mastered the art of Sushi and
traditional Kaiseki cuisine after having trained under several
of his country’s master Chefs, opened the Wasabi by Morimoto
restaurant in Taj Palace in Mumbai, when it reopened after
the 26/11 attacks. Prior to his Indian venture, he went on to
open his own restaurant in hometown Hiroshima. Morimoto
spent the next few years working in some of New York City’s
most notable Japanese restaurants. Today, the innovative and
critically acclaimed designer cuisine has elevated Wasabi ahead
of most of the Japanese restaurants around the globe. Wasabi is
ranked as one of the top 50 restaurants in the S Pellegrino list.
The Institutional Hotelier listed the restaurant as one of top 100
restaurants of the world.
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Other big names have arrived on the Indian scene too. The JSM
Corporation Pvt Ltd — a leading Indian franchise that runs US
food & beverages chains such as Hard Rock Cafe and California
Pizza Kitchen - will launch Japan’s popular restaurant chain,
Inakaya, in India. The 40-year-old Inakaya serves traditional
Japanese grilled food. The first Inakaya restaurant was opened
in Tokyo in 1970 as an outlet with traditional robata-yaki
features (ingredients grilled in front of guests). Then there are
restaurants like Izakaya, Sushiya, Kyoto and Tamura that have
brought the cuisine outside the “five-star appeal” ambit.

The chefs and managers running these restaurants have brought
the simplicity into the cuisine and have also improvised on
the taste to match Indian preferences. Chef Vikramjit Roy of
ITC Chola in Chennai is re-inventing Japanese food in India.
His latest move, ‘Pan Asian,” is possibly his most significant
contribution so far. His recipes while retaining the simplicity
of Japanese cooking has tweaked the final offering on the
plate. Thus fish Carpaccio is served topped with hot oil. Since
its cut really thin, customers feel its cooked fish, and not raw
as sushi is. Back in 2007, sushi in India was filled with cream
cheese, spicy mayonnaise, cucumber; but Chef Roy has kept in
simple, the way it originally is: A nigiri sushi for instance is just
rice and fish. The rice should have adequate vinegar, the nori
should contribute umami and what stays after the bite is over
is the flavour of the fish.

Japanese food festivals have sprung up
in recent years. Palladium at Mumbai’s
largest shopping and entertainment
destination located at Lower Parel,
High Street Phoenix celebrated the 5th
edition of Washoku in March this year

Sushiya in Delhi started in 2007 in Saket (South Delhi) initially
only delivered Japanese food but expanded into a takeaway
joint in 2009. Finally it became a dine-in restaurant in 2011 due
to the rapid increase in clientele. They have maintained the
price range within the value-for-money purview. Megu at the
Leela in Chanakyapuri has gone a step further for its Indian
clientele, as around 40 percent of the dishes are vegetarian.

The thing that is truly fuelling this Japanese cuisine in India,
are the customers, who have moved away from the just sushi
kind of diners. Having liked and crossed over, today they are
experimenting with the curries and soups. While they don’t
mind shelling out extra for a food bill, items like basashi (horse
meat) has gained popularity. Another aspect that goes with the
Japanese cuisine is the fashion quotient. In metropolitan cities
like Mumbai youngsters are leading the change — some out of
curiosity, others just to be fashionable.

Japanese food festivals have sprung up in recent years.
Palladium at Mumbai’s largest shopping and entertainment
destination located at Lower Parel, High Street Phoenix
celebrated the 5th edition of Washoku in March this year. The
Japanese street food festival presented delicacies like sushi,
tempura, okonomiyaki, yakitori, curry-rice in a fast food
concept. The famous ‘kaiten-sushi’ concept of serving Sushi on
a conveyor belt was a part of this unique street food festival
which celebrated years in the city.
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TOURISM

@

ndla and Japan are two countries with deep historical and

cultural ties. The synergies and complementarities in the

soc1ety culture and economies of India and Japan, offer
immense potential for enhanced cooperation that will benefit
both countries.

This article presents a vibrant picture of modern India to the
Japanese people and to accelerate the expansion of a mutually
beneficial partnership.

Tourism Industry in India

India’s unique history, cultural richness and geographical
diversity make it an attractive destination in the globe. An
increase in foreign tourists’ arrivals in India is witnessed year
by year and hence the tourism industry in India has registered
significant growth in recent years. It is not only a significant
contributor to GDP and foreign exchange reserve of the
country, but also it provides widespread employment.

Dimensions of Indian Tourism

Eco Tourism: With so many natural reserves and places which
have abundant greenery, Ecotourism is a major turnover in the
tourism industry.

Agri-Tourism: Agri-Tourism is the practice of attracting
travellers or visitors to an area or areas used primarily for
agricultural purposes. A growing number of Indian farmers
are turning entrepreneurs and earning big bucks from
something they offered free to friends and relatives — a healthy
and relaxing weekend to unwind in lush green farms.

Tourist Destinations in India

The tourists to Northern India can visit the forts, palaces
and magnificent temples besides shopping for exotic gifts
and jewellery and trying out popular dishes from Rajasthan,
Uttaranchal and Uttar Pradesh.

Southern India is a combination of amazing resources that
have the perfect blend to impress travellers. Chennai is one of
the largest and most historic cities in southern India, offering
dozens of palaces, temples and forts. Bangalore is renowned for
its mild climate and beautiful royal palaces, while Hyderabad
is a city of domes and minarets, interspersed with colourful
bazaars.
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Western India displays hot and dry zones as well as pleasant
and humid zones. Mumbai’s cultural attractions include
monuments and museums, colonial forts and hill stations, but
downtown Mumbeai also offers excellent shopping and dining.

Eastern India comprises of wide topographically dynamic
areas. Eastern India lies along the Bay of Bengal, and Kolkata
is its largest city. West Bengal’s attractions include imperial
palaces, forts, temples, bazaars, museums and a historic
minijature train, and this area is also the country’s leading golf
destination.

Festival Tourism

Most Indian festivals are regional, seasonal or religious. The
unity of the diverse country like India can be seen at the
national festivals of the country. There is a long list of the
religious festivals that are celebrated in India.

Banaras Aarti

Places for Buddhist Tourism

Being the land of the Buddha, India celebrates all those days as
festivals that mark important days in the life of the Lord. Apart
from this, there are also festival days that celebrate Buddha’s
teachings. The important Buddhist pilgrimage destinations
in India are Bodhgaya, Sarnath, Rajgir, Kaushambi, Sravasti,
Vaishali, Nalanda, Dharamsala and Kushinagar.

What the Season has in platter?

India is the land of fun and frolic. Indians celebrate various
fairs and festivals to the extent that there is a higher number of
fairs and festivals in a year than the total number of days. The
rites and rituals followed by Indians, and the enthusiasm and
faith that are constant features, add to the charm of the fairs
and festivals.

India’s unique history, cultural
richness and geographical diversity
make it an attractive destination

in the globe. An increase in foreign
tourists’ arrivals in India is withessed
year by year and hence the tourism
industry in India has registered
significant growth in recent years

(LERF. SR, ERMEFROFEE. BEMREND DN A2/
DHRLEHICEFRBES LW 3y ESTE-INLLIA NS EDHD.

BRA Y RIFHER (CEHVAMUHTH D, RA > RIEARHILERIC
ERD. JIVAIREROBHTHSD. B HILOENHIC(EE
=, WE Fhr /Tl @Y. BEHdIZF a7 EREN
H3. Fo. COMIRFA > RESTILIRITHERA TS S,

1> ROED

12 RORDDE (G758, FHK., RENREDTHD. —7.
£ENR/RDTE, ZHREDOES > RO\—ZEHRES LN TE
B 1> RTHONBRBWIRRD (FIER(CSE L.

{hErEEC AL

Ty DM TH D> RTIE TSI OEECEERHREDH DT
HERHELTHEDNBED. TyIDBXERSIREEHD. 1>
ROBERMAZLALMIC(E. TvHHV, —ILF—h S—ZF—
e =B E— 225-J7XF+v. JrA(ZvU— F-3>
Y ALY —S— IZFHIRENDD,

EUE—Fh
A2 REEUHEEUVDETH D, STSFMELPORDHTONT
BD. TORE—FDHBEIDEZWEETH D, BDZDEDDM
BEMR. A2 RASMTSIBEREL. TORECEMNORSEHE
B3 THD.

Bodhgaya

Japane 19



The Kerala Boat Festival

One of the well known festivals in India, the Kerala Boat
Festival, brings out the rich tradition and diverse culture of the
state of Kerala. It is one of the biggest festivals in Kerala and
is held every year. The boat festivals in Kerala are popularly
known as Vallom Kallies. They are held every year in various
parts of the state and thousands of people take part in them.
Some popular places where Kerala boat festivals are held are
Thayathangadi near Kottayam, Aranmula on the Pamba River
and Papiyad near Quilon.

The snake boat races of Kerala are the magnificent fiestas
that bring alive the tranquil backwaters. These races are held
in connection with Onam, the harvest festival in August/
September. Scores of long snake boats and other smaller craft
participate in these events. The snake boat races are the largest
team sport in the world, preceded by colourful water parades.
Usually a snake boat is manned by 4 helmsmen, 25 singers
and 100-125 oarsmen who row in unison to the fast rhythm of
the Vanchipattu (song of the boatman).

Other boat races of Kerala include: Champakulam Moolam
Boat Race, Nehru Trophy Boat Race, Uthrattadi Vallom Kali
Boat Race and Payippad Jalotsavam.

Kerala Boat Festival
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Tourism in
Japan & India on
a Growth Curve

The travel bug afflicts people all over the globe and
nations that were not traditional destinations have
steadily climbed up on the list of “places-to-see”. It is
one of the reasons why the East has arrived on a globe-
trotter’s itinerary. South Asia including India with
Japan and China has seen an exponential rise in tourism,
with visitors not just beyond this region but within is
visiting each other’s countries. In this article we explore
what is driving the Japan and India tourism sectors,
and how governmental initiatives have made tourism an
important contributor to their respective economy.

apan saw revenue from international tourism increase by
37 percent in 2012. Part of that upsurge reflects a recovery
from the rapid and massive drop in tourism following the
arthquake, tsunami and the Fukushima nuclear crisis in 2011.
The Travel & Tourism Competitiveness Report 2013 published
by the World Economic Forum observes that the Japan’s travel
and tourism (T&T) sector resilience can be ascribed to its rich
cultural resources (ranked 11th), with its 32 World Heritage
cultural sites, the many international fairs and exhibitions
hosted by the country, and its rich creative industries. It notes
fundamental aspects of the sector like Japan’s ground transport
infrastructure that is among the best in the world (ranked 7th),
especially its railroads, and education and training (ranked
13th). Moreover, the study says that the nation has continued
to develop its already strong ICT infrastructure and now
ranks 7th in this area. In addition, Japan’s extremely customer
oriented culture (1st) is an important strength for the T&T
industry. However, the only glitch that emerges is that the
country continues to be an expensive destination, ranking
130th in the price competitiveness pillar.

According to India Brand Equity Foundation (IBEF), tourism
is the most vibrant tertiary sectors and has a strong hold on
the Indian economy today. It says that the sector contributes
6.23 percent to the national gross domestic product (GDP)
and 8.78 percent of the total employment in India. It adds
that India stands 42nd in the world rankings in terms of
foreign tourist arrivals (FTAs) in the country, according to a
report titled Competitiveness of Tourism Sector in India with
Selected Other Countries of the World by Ministry of Tourism.
The World Travel and Tourism Council (WTTC) named India
as one of the fastest growing tourism industries for the next
10 to 15 years. The CNN global travel survey denotes India
as one of the top tourist destinations in Asia. The results also
position the country as the region’s fourth fastest growing
tourist destination and the third most attractive business for
investment opportunities, after China and Hong Kong.
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Other than culture and heritage quotient, India in recent years
has made a prominent place in medical tourism given its
advanced and relatively cheap medical technology. IBEF notes
that “India has developed as one of the world’s most cost-
efficient medical tourism destinations, and is anticipated that
the Indian medical tourism market will register a compound
annual growth rate (CAGR) of 27 percent during 2011-15, as
per a RNCOS report titled Booming Medical Tourism in India.”
Wellness tourism is regarded as a sub-segment of medical
tourism and it involves the promotion and maintenance of
good health and well being. India, with its widespread use of
Ayurveda, Yoga, Siddha and Naturopathy, complemented by
its spiritual philosophy, is a well-known wellness destination.

The Indian tourism sector includes beside medical and
healthcare tourism, adventure tourism, tourism, ecotourism,
rural tourism and pilgrimage tourism. Due to its varied
topography and distinctive climatic conditions, India is
endowed with various forms of flora and fauna, and it has
numerous species of birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians
and plants life on offer for tourism. Wildlife tourism includes
wildlife photography, bird watching, jungle safari, elephant
safari, jeep safari, jungle camping, ecotourism, etc.

The WEF report also suggests that India is well assessed for
its natural resources (ranked 9th) and cultural resources
(24th), with many natural and cultural World Heritage sites,
rich fauna, many fairs and exhibitions, and strong creative
industries. India also has good air transport (ranked 39th) and
reasonable ground transport infrastructure (ranked 42nd),
although the quality of roads (85th) and of ports (79th) require
further improvement. In addition, India remains a relatively
price competitive destination (20th), even in the regional
context. However, some aspects of its tourism infrastructure
remain somewhat underdeveloped (ranked 95th), with very
few hotel rooms per capita by international comparison
and low ATM penetration. ICT infrastructure also remains
somewhat underdeveloped and underexploited (111th).

Japan & India Tourism Engagement

Japan and India are important tourism markets to each other.
Japan is one of the top ten tourist generating markets for India
as far as inbound tourism is concerned. India has offered the
“Visa on Arrival” facility to Japan since 2010. The number
of Japanese tourists visiting India in 2008 was 145,352, which
rose to 193,525 in 2011. There is a strong interest of Japanese
tourists in places connected with Buddhism in India. JICA
(Japan International Cooperation Agency) has extended loan
of 7,331 million Japanese Yen (Rs 299 crore) for Development
of Ajanta Ellora Conservation and Development Programme.

Nuances of Japan’s Tourism Industry

Roadmap for Achieving 30 Million Foreign Visitors to Japan
Unit 10,000 people
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Source: Japan National Organization (JNTO), Statistics on Tourism for Japan
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Number of Foreign Tourists Coming to Japan by Country
Unit 1,000 people

1 Korea 1,587 2,440
2 China 1,006 1,413
3 Taiwan 1,024 1,268
4 USA 700 727
5 Hong Kong 450 509
6 Australia 212 226
7 Thailand 178 215
8 UK. 181 184
9 Canada 153 153
10 France 141 151
Others 1,158 1,326

Total 6,790 8,612

Source: Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO),

‘Statistics on Foreign Tourists Coming to Japan’
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Health and tourism are growing markets in Japan. Japanese
people enjoy the longest life expectancy and the best health
in the world. The government’s New Growth Strategy aims
to attract large numbers of foreign tourists. The Japanese
government’s New Growth Strategy aims to increase the
annual number of foreign visitors to Japan to 25 million by the
beginning of 2020 and to 30 million in the future.

The recent addition the 3,776-meter cone-shaped volcano
Mt Fuji was classified by the 21-member United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
committee, as a “cultural” heritage site, rather than a “natural”
heritage site. The addition is seen as a potential tourist
attraction which the committee denotes as “the awe that
Fujisan’s majestic form and intermittent volcanic activity has
inspired was transformed into religious practices that linked
Shintoism and Buddhism, people and nature.”

Japan’s tourism concentrates on visitors from Southeast Asia, a
potentially lucrative market that could bring much-welcomed
growth and stability to the industry. A recent report by the
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism
argues that Japan should concentrate its tourism strategy on
Southeast Asia as a chief “market of growth.” The ministry
sets a goal of increasing the number of visitors from the region
to one million by the end of 2013, from about 780,000 in 2012.
Between January and May this year, the number of tourists
from six countries in the region rose 36 percent over the same
period last year, to 437,500.

The Indian tourism and hospitality

industry experienced a growth of 24.6
percent during 2009-2010, and is the
third-largest foreign exchange earner,

accounting for 6.2 percent of India’s
GDP and 8.8 percent of India’s total
employment, according to a report by
the Planning Commission
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Thailand accounted for the biggest jump, up from around
118,500 people to 181,300 in the period. In May alone, the
number of Thai visitors almost doubled to 40,300 from 24,000.
And that number is expected to surge further, as Japan
announced earlier this month it was relaxing visa requirements
for short-term visitors from Thailand and Malaysia. Japan also
wants to attract more Indonesians, who accounted for the
second-largest jump in tourist numbers from Southeast Asia in
the January-May period, with 50,300 visitors, 16,000 more than
in the year before.

Market Size of Indian Tourism & Hospitality Industry

The amount of foreign direct investments (FDI) inflow into the
hotel and tourism sector during April 2000 to January 2013 was
worth $6,561.78 million, as per data provided by Department
of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP), Ministry of
Commerce. FTAs have shown a growth of 2.8 percent in
March 2013 over March 2012 while the growth rate in Foreign
Exchange Earnings (FEEs) from tourism stood at 21 percent
over the same period in rupee terms. FTA during March 2013
was recorded at 640,000 as compared to 623,000 during the
month of March 2012. The Visa on Arrival (VoA) Scheme of the
Government of India has registered a growth of 54.6 percent
in February 2013. A total number of 1,947 VoAs were issued
last month as compared to 1,259 VoAs issued in February 2012.
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The size of the Indian hospitality industry is estimated as a sum of

revenues of two segments — revenues generated from travel
(business, leisure, visiting friends and relatives, religious, meetings
and conferences) and revenue generated by consumers eating out at
any form of outlet (restaurants, fine dining, quick service restaurants
(QSRs), takeaways, or any other form of unorganised eateries). The
tourism industry includes travel agencies, tour operating agencies
and tourist transport operating agencies; units providing facilities for
cultural, adventure and wildlife tourism; surface, air and water transport

facilities for tourists; and convention/seminar units and organisations.

The Indian tourism and hospitality industry experienced
a growth of 24.6 percent during 20092010, and is the third-
largest foreign exchange earner, accounting for 6.2 percent
of India’s GDP and 8.8 percent of India’s total employment,
according to a report by the Planning Commission. It has
significant linkages with other sectors such as agriculture,
horticulture, transportation, handicrafts and construction.
According to the Planning Commission, the sector creates
more jobs per million rupees of investment than any other
sector of the economy and is capable of providing employment
to a wide spectrum of job seekers, from the unskilled to the
specialised, even in the remote parts of the country. The sector’s
employment-generation potential has also been highlighted
by the World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC), which says
India’s travel and tourism sector is expected to be the second-
largest employer in the world, employing 40,37,000 people,
directly or indirectly, by 2019.

Travel and tourism is a $32 billion business in India, according
to industry estimates; in addition, the hospitality sector is sized
at $23 billion and it is expected that this sector will witness an
inflow of $12.17 billion in investments over the next two years,
according to market research company Technopak Advisors.
It is expected that the hospitality sector is expected to see an
additional $12.17 billion in inbound investments over the next
two years, based on their estimates.

Sector Outlook: WTTC has named India as one of the fastest-
growing tourist destinations in the world for the next 10-15
years. From 11 million travellers in 2008, the figure is expected
to touch 29 million visitors by 2018. There is an opportunity
in the inbound MICE sector, which has already registered a
growth of 15 percent to 20 percent during the last five years.

MICE (meetings, incentives, conferences and exhibitions) tourism is
also one of the fastest-growing in the global tourism industry. It caters
largely to business travellers, mostly corporates. It caters to various

forms of business meetings, international conferences and conventions,

events and exhibitions. The Ashok, New Delhi; Hyderabad International
Convention Centre, Hyderabad; and Le Meridian, Cochin, are
forerunners in the Indian MICE tourism industry, facilitating domestic

and international business meetings and conferences.
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Indo-Japan Cooper;ltion
in Science and Technology:
A Perspective

t the dawn of the 21st century, Asia has emerged as
Aa region with states aiming to maximise their powers

and align themselves strategically to prevent any other
state from attaining dominance. Such a political climate has the
effect of many new strategic partnerships coming into being.
The emergence of regional powers like India, South Korea,
Japan and China redefined the international scenario, and the
power configurations, which, albeit engendered uncertainty,
proved to be a necessity due to the realities of competition and
requirements of cooperation in the region. In such a milieu
of geopolitical diplomacy in the region Asia, India and Japan
have emerged as main strategic partners by re-invoking their
friendly relations of times immemorial. Japan and India have
historically felt intimacy with each other and have shared
values of freedom and democracy and also their relations have
been singularly free of any ideological, cultural or territorial
dispute. Historically, exchanges between India and Japan date
back to the 6th century AD when Buddhism made an impact
on Japanese culture and thought. In the early 20th century
AD, Japan supported Subhash Chandra Bose and his Indian
National Army prompted by the sentiment of Pan Asianism.
However, during the Cold War, though schism appeared in
their relationship due to certain ideological reasons, cultural
relations still existed between the two.

In the aftermath of the Cold War, which coincided with
economic liberalisation and the ‘Look East Policy” of India, the
interaction between the two countries increased. Afterwards
India’s nuclear test in year 1988 evoked a sharp response
from Japan whereby they froze grant aids and new yen
loans to India. Japan’s neutrality in the Kargil Crisis between
India and Pakistan in the year 1999 also led to disturbance in
the bilateral relations of the two countries. In the year 2000,
Japanese Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori’s visit to India proved to
be a major step forward in Indo-Japanese bilateral relations. In
2006, the realisation came that the trade potential between the
two countries had not been fully exploited and that both the
countries needed to launch negotiations on Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) to encourage trade
flow, investment and technology collaborations. On balance,
the India-aspects.
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India — Japan Ties

Japan, which suffered several years of slowdown, has been
concerned over losing economic and strategic opportunities
due to their diplomatic confinement to the US. In recent
years, Japan has been planning to re-formulate their foreign
policy which would open Japan to economically booming
states like India. With the growing Chinese belligerence in
the region, the cooperation of Asia’s two largest democracies
became very crucial. The realisation also came that to ensure
East Asian regional security and Asian development, Japan
and India could act as prominent partners, as for Japan the
world has huge stakes in her which are definitely going to pay
off due to the leadership of Japan in the area of technology
and innovation. India is also emerging as the economic
powerhouse, which offers increasing opportunities for growth
and internationalisation of Japanese corporations. Moreover,
India foresees huge strategic complementarities with Japan.
The importance of India for Japan lies in the fact that for the
last decade India has been the largest recipient of the Japan’s
Official Development Allowance (ODA). The two countries can
be great economic complementaries: India is having human
resource capital and is a growing economy, and Japan a money
and technical prowess; the areas of common concern between
the two countries are many, such as safety and security of
sea lanes, permanent seat in the UN Security Council and on
science and technological collaborations.

Cooperation in Science and Technology

The progress in the area of science and technology between
the two countries started when Japan broke the barriers of
language and started sharing knowledge through collaborative
research with India in certain pertinent areas. Presently, various
science and technology activities are being implemented
satisfactorily in the area of pure technical research, as well as
for the development of national economies and improvement
of socio-economic standards of life. In the year 1985, the
Science and Technology Agreement was signed between the
two countries and it was resolved that the mode of cooperation
would include joint projects, joint workshops/seminars, joint
utilisation of major research facilities and fellowships. In the
year 1993, under the aegis of India Japan Science Council India
Japan Cooperative Science Program was initiated. The Council
has been functional for the past 20 years and has been very
effective in S&T cooperation between the two countries through
joint programs such as research projects, seminars, visits of
scientists, RONPAKU Fellowships, Asia Academic Seminars
and Raman Mizushima Lectures in the area of molecular
structure, modern biology and biotechnology, manufacturing
sciences, astronomy and astrophysics, surface and interface
sciences, nanotechnology, and material sciences, etc
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The Road Ahead

The world is said to have entered the era of R&D mega
competition in the beginning of the 21st century making
science and technology policy of the government decisive
for the future of Japan. As the first developed country in
Asia, Japan has strong control over technology and capital,
and holds more patents than all of Asia combined. Japan has
world class information & communication technology and
ICT facilities, and is a major contributor for development of
infrastructure, agriculture, healthcare, education and water &
energy sectors. Japan’s technology and expertise in generating
and ensuring the safety of nuclear power is among the best in
the world.

Currently, both India and Japan have firmly established
themselves as strategic partners, India and Japan need to
develop cooperation in high technology sectors, such as
space research, energy technology, recycling technology,
and information and communication technology. Recently,
India and Japan struck a deal to supply amphibious planes
to India. Both countries are also working on nuclear energy
cooperation with Japan planning to export atomic technology.
Japan has also announced 71 billion yen ($723.8 mn) in loans
for the construction of Mumbai metro and 17.7 billion yen
($180.4 mn) for the IIT Hyderabad; the main objectives of the
project is to strengthen the research collaboration between
India and Japan in the field of natural disaster prevention
and information communication technology and to advance
scientific knowledge and technology for resolving global issues.
India has a new science, technology and innovation policy
introduced in January 2013, which has its focus on the Public-
Private Partnership and also on innovation. Private companies
with potential and technologically innovative science of which
Japanese entrepreneurs are famous for are always welcome.

In a nutshell, India and Japan should now think on new lines
where more collaboration could be possible in the science
and technology field like civil nuclear technology, defence
technology, technology for social development, information
technology and not to forget infrastructure science. The
collaboration will definitely help both countries.

India and Japan have firmly
established themselves as
strategic partners, India

and Japan need to develop
cooperation in high technology
sectors, such as space
research, energy technology,
recycling technology, and
information and communication

technology. Recently, India and
Japan struck a deal to supply
amphibious planes to India
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